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February 12, 2020 

2:05 P.M. 
State Capitol, Room 325 

 
H.B. 2590, H.D. 1 

RELATING TO AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES 
 

House Committee(s) on Judiciary & Consumer Protection and Commerce 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports H.B. 2590 which authorizes 
automated driving system equipped vehicles on public roads as we believe these types 
of vehicles will ultimately lead to reducing the severity and number of vehicle crashes, 
injuries, and fatalities on our roads, as well as reduce pollution levels. 
 
The DOT understands the importance of testing the technology to ensure the public 
roads are as safe as possible through automated vehicle deployment.  The DOT is 
prepared to be the lead agency in setting rules or providing regulation of the testing and 
implementation. 
 
Also, we request SECTION 1. 291C-G be revised by adding the following: 
 
(d) The director of transportation shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91 as may be 
necessary to implement this part. 
 
This will provide the DOT the ability to further clarify if necessary requirements, 
restrictions and limitations for the deployment and use of these vehicles, systems and 
networks are needed.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
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Executive Administrator      
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 
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Phone: (808) 768-8305 • Fax: (808) 768-4730 • web: www.honolulu.gov 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TESTIMONY TO THE  
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY (JUD) &  

CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE (CPC) 
 

FEBRUARY 12, 2020 
2:05 PM 

 
IN SUPPORT OF  

HB 2590, HD 1 – RELATING TO AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES 
 
 

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Hashimoto, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 The Department of Transportation Services supports this measure as it aligns 
with our vision of innovative autonomous transportation integrating with our multimodal 
public transit system.   

 
The City and County of Honolulu is planning for a comprehensive system of 

first/last mile connections to the fully automated electric rail system and to expand 
access to job opportunities across Oahu. Our office is currently working to integrate low-
speed autonomous shuttles into this network, and aims to serve certain rail stations with 
dedicated pathways for autonomous vehicles.  This legislation supports our ongoing 
efforts.  
 
 Thank you for consideration of this measure and for the opportunity to provide 
this testimony. 

 
 
 

 

KIRK CALDWELL 
MAYOR 

WES FRYSZTACKI 
DIRECTOR 

 
JON Y. NOUCHI 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
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http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/circulars/ec236.pdf
https://blog.ucsusa.org/dave-reichmuth/how-important-is-it-for-self-driving-cars-to-be-electric
https://blog.ucsusa.org/dave-reichmuth/how-important-is-it-for-self-driving-cars-to-be-electric
https://www.bu.edu/ise/2018/08/27/will-autonomous-vehicles-be-electric/
https://www.businessinsider.com/self-driving-cars-traffic-worse-research-2019-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/self-driving-cars-traffic-worse-research-2019-2
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability/our-insights/the-futures-of-mobility-how-cities-can-benefit


insights/the-futures-of-mobility-how-cities-can-benefit 
 

34. Greenblatt, J.B., & Saxena, S. (2015). Autonomous taxis could greatly 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions of U.S. light-duty vehicles. Nature 
Climate Change. Doi: 10.1038/nclimate2685 
https://www.nature.com/articles/nclimate2685 

 

https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability/our-insights/the-futures-of-mobility-how-cities-can-benefit
https://www.nature.com/articles/nclimate2685
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Governor’s Executive Order 17-07 announced that “the Aloha State is open for business for testing and 
deploying the new driverless vehicle technology;” 

Efforts are being made this year to facilitate that testing and deployment of driverless vehicles through 
HB2590 HD1.   

%/&C&!HC&!Y7!G+*NH,)&'!.)(/!N&C*)('!(+!D+!(&'(),L!),!0HK)U+C,)HO!!!

In Hawaii, there has been established a Hawaii connected autonomous vehicle contact in the Office of the 
Governor, with the intent to provide the highest level of attention and support to companies seeking to test 
self-driving vehicle technology in Hawaii;  

The governor’s executive order specifies that the Hawaii Department of Transportation, the Hawaii 
Department of Public Safety, and the Hawaii Department of Business and Economic Development and 
Tourism shall take steps to work with companies seeking to do self-driving vehicle testing and 
development business in Hawaii, through policies and as otherwise needed, in the interests of the public.  

Limiting the testing to “any public road in the State under the jurisdiction of the department that has a 
publicly posted speed limit of thirty-five miles per hour or less,” may pose a barrier to companies who 
need to test their vehicles also at highway speeds.   
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HADA dealers appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on HB2590 HD1, and we look forward to 
further discussions on the testing and deployment of autonomous vehicles as this bill, hopefully, continues 
to move. 

Respectfully submitted,  

David H. Rolf  

For the Members of the Hawaii Automobile Dealers Association 

HADA 

Making Hawaii Better Together 
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HB-2590-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 1:09:00 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/12/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gerard Silva Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Wast of Tax Payer Money!!! 

 





Nanea Lo 

 





  

 



HB-2590-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 8:07:56 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/12/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Peg Sullivan-Miller Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support us doing more to get away from use of fossil fuel. 
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HB 2590 should seize the opportunity to move Hawaii farther into a world of EVs. From 
the very start, it should allow only electric AVs from manufacturers who want to test and 
sell here. 

I strongly urge the committee to add language to this effect to HB 2590. Missing this 
chance to mothball gas cars and promote EVs would be a tragic oversight. 

[1] https://www.mckinsey.com/features/mckinsey-center-for-future-
mobility/overview/autonomous-driving  

[2] https://www.gartner.com/en/newsroom/press-releases/2019-11-14-gartner-forecasts-
more-than-740000-autonomous-ready-vehicles-to-be-added-to-global-market-in-2023  

 



HB-2590-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 8:48:16 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/12/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sherry Pollack Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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https://www.mckinsey.com/features/mckinsey-center-for-future-mobility/overview/autonomous-driving
https://www.mckinsey.com/features/mckinsey-center-for-future-mobility/overview/autonomous-driving
https://www.gartner.com/en/newsroom/press-releases/2019-11-14-gartner-forecasts-more-than-740000-autonomous-ready-vehicles-to-be-added-to-global-market-in-2023
https://www.gartner.com/en/newsroom/press-releases/2019-11-14-gartner-forecasts-more-than-740000-autonomous-ready-vehicles-to-be-added-to-global-market-in-2023


HB-2590-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 10:39:16 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/12/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bhagyedeep Singh Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I work both in the aging and disability. I am caregiver for someone with a ID. I fully 
support this testing as a means increasing the ability many people to access community 
supports and services to live a meaningful and quality life. Not only people with 
disabilities and the elderly and their families but as means to make road safer but 
elminating druck and distracted drivers as well as helping parents with children. Living in 
a rural community makes it difficult to access supports and services when needs. There 
so many hurdles and restrictions when you are dependent another person or agency for 
assistance. Plus in the long run, it is my believe that self-driving will have a huge postive 
impact on the environment and traffic by reducing the need for parking space/lots and 
make better use of resources by not having cars sitting parking lots 90% pf the time.  

Thank you for your time and consideration 

Aloha from Maui 
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HB-2590-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:33:53 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/12/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sue Berk Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB 2590 for a 2 year testing pilot program of autonomous driving 
vehicles.  This would give the disability community a viable option to getting around and 
accessing the community for work, school, community events or recreation.  Thank you 
for the opportunity to submit testimony. 

Sue Berk 

Honolulu, 96825 
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